











G.B. REMOVALS 
Office & ms moves etc. 
Local Non Local 
Part Load to Single item, pianos 
Prone Retlablg i 








(REGISTERED WASTE CARRIER). 


Fed up with limescale? 


A Water Softener 
would be your solution 


Compass Water Softeners 


SALT, SALES, SERVICE, INSTALLATION 

0118 9723773 01189410869 0796 700 9838 
www.compasswatersofteners.co.uk 
Email: martin@ compasswatersofteners.co.uk 


JEN’S 

MOBILE 
HAIRDRESSING 
AND 





13 years experience 


MEN'S CUT £7 
WOMEN’S CUT £10 C/B DRY £15 


CHILDREN’S CUT £5 
COLOUR & HIGHLIGHTING AVAILABLE 


07753 253 4/6 


jenshairservices@hotmail.co.uk 
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KITCHENS e INTERIORS 


VATS] o)U]asiielalalialemsialeyvce\e) aah 
8b Portman Road, Reading RG3O 1EA 
Tel 0118 959 9919 
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“Chiltern ~ 


\ Beauty / 


Outstanding Natural Beauty 


Waxing, electrolysis, eyelash tinting, 
eyebrow shaping, make-up, 


Jessica manicures & pedicures, 
Aromatherapy facials. 


Tel: 0118 9723157 
jailer Copp FLEES 
9 Sedgefield Close, Sonning Common 


www.chilternbeauty.co.uk 


Property Consultants 


Shops, Offices, Industrial, Investments 
Valuations, Rent Reviews, Lease Renewals 


George Chilvers and Nigel Price FRics 


0118 947 4600 


www.highmoorcross.co.uk 


SONNING COMMON 
PRE-SCHOOL 


LS 
GROVE ROAD aw 
SONNING COMMON 


0118 972 4760 


We are a happy friendly pre-school 
welcoming children from 2 years 

6 months, to come and learn through 
play. We have a purpose built building 
& extensive play garden. 


Morning sessions are 9.00am - 12.00pm 
Afternoon sessions are 12.00pm - 3.00pm 





al 


ee. 
Adam ’s Pest Control 


Professional Pest Control in Sonning Common 
Rats, mice, rabbits, squirrels, moles, insects, foxes. 
Available 7 days a week. : 

BPCA Oualified and Fully Insured 









Call 0118 9723709 or 0784 9342690 © 


www.adamspestcontrol.co.uk 
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We look forward to the Jubilee, the Olympics, the develooment of the Skate 
Park and following the Design Day the process to contribute to future change 
in the village. If you will be celebrating the jubilee in any way please send 
ohotos and information, ready for the August/September magazine. 


Looking back there is the history of the Thames Valley Gym, how FISH started, 
the origins of Sonning Common Garage and 20 years of the Charity Shop, 
alongside the many regular contributions and community news. 


Please encourage your children/grandchildren to contact Anouska with 
anything they want to say. 
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Phone: 0118 972 2134 
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WHILE EVERY EFFORT IS MADE TO ENSURE THE ACCURACY OF INFORMATION PRINTED IN THIS MAGAZINE, 
THE EDITOR AND THE PUBLISHER CANNOT ACCEPT ANY RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CONSEQUENCES OF 
ERRORS THAT OCCUR. 





SONNING 
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foxeyaalaalelaimar=\i ce 
Design Day 
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Grow your own veg / 
Free medicine reviews 


Ne} {(ex=) efelel fo 

In Focus: The Olympic Journey 

An interview with Gwynn Arch 

(oan xe) ime) (=m Oxelanl® 

Letters 

(O7f={=)alalele) hm @) ol=) am Blo \ Vas) Omsoler (=) V7 
Youth Zone / Just for kids 
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CHAIRMAN 

Geoffrey Adams 

LIA s"(olete |(o late im ole lo mmsre)alaliave Mm Oxe)anlantelanm <c7/ ma BD) 
=Taalol| Mme areliinare|al@xe)alaliale(ore)anlaate)alantelelordial—me)ce| 
tel: 0118 972 2134 


DIARY DATES 

Helen Barker 

1 Walnut Close, Sonning Common, RG4 9DG 
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ADVERTISING 

John Pearman 
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tel: 0118 972 2381 / 07794 291776 
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Ros Varnes 


JUNIOR EDITOR 

Anouska Hawkes 

email: 
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These headline views were gained from the Design Day held 
in Sonning Common on Saturday 28 April. Despite a wet 

and cold day around 170 people visited the village hall and 
engaged in a variety of tasks in the morning; identifying likes 
and dislikes about the village; memory maps of where they 
live and the amenities close by; traffic concerns including 
parking; viewing the sites identified as possible building plots 
(poor weather prevented the surveys in situ) and developing a 
vision for the village in 2020. In the afternoon the consultants 
fed back the interim results to a large assembled audience. 


The day was a very good start to raising awareness and 
engaging many residents in a dialogue about the future 
develoomenits that will fake place. A key outcome is a real 
sense that most (but not all) of the participants have come to 
terms with the demands for new housing develooments and 


the resulting increase in population. Even more importantly, 
people are beginning to believe (not yet proven) that through 
the Neighbourhood Planning process we can make a difference 
to the design, Quality and location of new houses. This is what 
people think should happen! 


33 villagers signed up for further activities, mostly for the site 
evaluations (SON 1-14). Many more said they would be happy 
to volunteer once it was clear what exactly they would be 
required to do ... 


The surveys will be short, sharo and thought provoking to provide 
key information that will ennance local control and influence. 


These will appear on the Sonning Common Parish Council 
website along with the full details of the Design Day, 
wwwsonningcommonparishcouncil.org 





JUBILEE STREET PARTIES 


outings which enable them to continue to 
learn and develop in a fun environment.” 


The Holiday Club will be running again this 
summer for 4 weeks and the dates are: 


“Children clearly enjoy their time at this 23 - 27 July, 30 July - 3 Aug, 6 - 10 Aug, 
friendly and welcoming club. The staff are 13 - 17 Aug. 

enthusiastic, motivated and work effectively For further information and to book places 
as a team to ensure each child is valued, please contact: Susan Bulpitt on 0118 


included and respected. Children access 9721500 or email theholidaycluo@ 
a suitable range of resources, activities and — chiternedge.oxon.sch.uk. 
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The Village Hall in Sonning Common has recently devoted the space on the 
back wall for a variety of displays that celebrated the talents of the local 
community. Local schools have already successfully exhibited examples of 


their work and the space had been offered to local residents to show art and 


craft work throughout May. 


The project was coordinated by Sue Frayling Cork and she received a range of works 
that reflect the diverse talents of the local community. If has been an exciting 
on-going scheme making good use 
of the space as well as acting as a 
showcase for village activities. Twenty 
two local residents exhibited up until 
20 May and there were examples of 
paintings, embroidery and tapesiry. 










We can NOW look forward to a 
Jubilee display. 


JOAN GRUMMANT 





Colin has returned to Sonning Common 
from Woodcote 


Initially, Colin will be making contact with the 
Neighourhood Watch Co-ordinators, individually, 
in order to introduce himself in person and to 
ascertain whether there are any requirements or 
issues that need discussion. 


At this particular point in time he is focussing upon 
Vulnerable Person Visits. Should you be aware of 
any individuals who you think may benefit from 
such a visit, please do not hesitate to contact and 
provide him with their details. 


PCSO C8853 Colin BOYES 

HENLEY Sector 

Area 3 

Mobile: 079 689 92523 

E-mail: colin.boyes@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk 





PICTURE FRAMING *, 
SMALL LOCAL WORKSHOP iP Sey 


, 7 


‘Work carried out for local gallery 
Complete framing service 
Canvases stretched 
Mounts cut for existing frames 


Oak | rove 
Garden’ Services 
LANDSCAPING (HARD OR SOFT) 

Id ph —_ ad FENCING *« TURFING « PATIOS « HEDGING 
_ P See po | WF WATER FEATURES 
cal collection/ delivery | . 
= Contact Colin Ward 01189722075 sae James Watkins 
' ; , a ‘Oak Grove’ * 13 Grove Road * Sonning Common * Berkshire RG4 9RH 
Telephone: 0118 972 2659 


SPICK "SPAN | { peppapn BviLoInG SUPPLIES 


DOMESTIC Telephone: Kidmore End 0118 972 2028 
CLEANING SERVICE ee 


¢ Reliable, friendly & trustworthy. EV E RYT [4 N G F O R T H E 


¢ Weekly / Fortnightly cleans 


+ One-Off Cleans HANDYMAN & BUILDER 


¢ All equipment and supplies provided. 


Competitive Rates 
Please call Louise for a free quotation. Bishopsland Farm * Peppard Road 


Tel: 0791 429 5167 KP eee 





Computer Problems? 
Is your PC outdated, misbehaving, virus infected? 


Fault Diagnosis, Maintenance & Upgrades, 
Data Recovery & Migration, Virus Cleaning, 
Networking, Broadband and much more. 


Call Robin Piercey 


at Influential Computers on 


01491 680036 


. Re A nee ee tow or Visit Www.influentialcomputers.com 





Byways Dental Practice 





Quality Care Dedicated Team 


j | . hE j i ag if ! li 


GRAHAMS Painting & Decorating - Fascias & Soffits we" 


MAINTENANCE Door & Window Fitting - Plumbing cm 


+ AM aspects of general dentistry 
t oF . 


feet fh ii hitening und COSATETICS 
| = Fitted Bathrooms - Floor & Wall Tiling - Fencing & Decking 

NES for children & an PORE Wood & Laminate Flooring- Sheds Supplied & Fitted 

ful I_time education Garden Maintenance - Guttering & Flat Roofing etc... 
+ Affordanle payment p hans FREE ESTIMATES 0118 972 3114 

Fle vible CETERA PCS r 
ita eer Byways Dental 
i i 1 
Implc ree car parking Practice 





PIASCEMING _ 
Ceilings «Walls«Dry Lining+Rendering 
«Pebble Dashing«Patch Repair Wark 


Call Jamie on 01189 247861 


OnEmail)s jicox plastering a hotmalee: uk 


Main St, Checkendon,. RGS OSP Tel O149] 6804)2 
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Com prehe nsive oye 
eXxGIMInAhons 


Full contnet lens service 


Pree specs for children 
Extensive range of 
designer Frames 

NMiain agent for “cise 
and KRodenstock lenses 
Free porking 


0118 947 2099 


i i srobing: Lites ots uk 
bet t-hureh mall c- nivers heat, fe it ire Paap 


PLUMBING 
& HEATING 


All aspects of Plumbing & 
Heating work undertaken. 
TELEPHONE: 
0118 972 3394 
MOBILE: 
O771 110 9077 





Tel: 
Kidbys Yard, 28 Kennylands Road 
Sonning Common, Reading, RG4 9JT 
www.kidbys.co.uk Fax: 0118 972 10 02 


0118 972 33 80 


Time 4 Pes 


Want to look and feel great!! 
Try Pilates - controlled, yet gentle exercise 


Classes in Sonning Common area 
Including Ante and Post Natal 


Mondays / Tuesdays / Thursdays 
Beginners and Intermediates 
Max 12 in Group (6 in Pregnancy classes) 
Private sessions also available 


Christine Brook — Member af wosy: Contral Pil ates: ‘Assoc ation 
Ring OF 789 717017 or email c times pilat]s.00 uk 
Website at www. Harvieiaaniae = co.uk 


Bid ait rise | 








BONNER LOCKSMITHS 
INSURANCE APPROVED 
DOORS & WINDOW LOCKS SUPPLIED & FITTED, 

CHANGED OR UPGRADED jes3621) 


DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL PREMISES 
DIGITAL LOCKS «BARS 


FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE 
ALLAREAS COVERED A, CALL OUT SERVICE 
FULD. MEATBER 
| - os Cor RRDTTST 


; LOCKSMITH 

CRESTWELL HOUSE 

Beech Lane, RGS 0PX @® Woodcote Nr. Reading 
PROPRIETOR: S. J. BONNER 


U149T OS0216 





ISS TIT UTE 


Red Kite Electrical } 


Domestic Electrical & Solar Power 
Find out more at:www.redkiteelectrical.co.uk 


Call a locally based electrician. 
No job too small. Free estimates. 


Phone: 0118 907 6342 
Mob: 0788 2737402 
Email: sparks@redkiteelectrical.co.uk 
1? Burnham Rise, Emmer Green 





City & Guilds qualified 
NAPIT Part P approved 





CURTAINS, 
BLINDS, PELMETS, 
TIE BACKS ETC. 
ALL AT COMPETITIVE 
PRICES 


CALL CAROLINE ON 
0118 954 2448 
OR 
0781 561 OOO7 


; aes SONNING COMMON 
10% OFF with THis voUCHER 
CHILDREN’S PLAYROOM 


CUTS - £10.00 GRADES - £8.00 CHILD CUTS £9.00 
CUTS & BLOW DRY - £10.00 RESTYLE - £15.00 
SENIOR CITIZEN - £7.00 BEARD TRIM £4.00 


community news 





sonning Commons 
Olympic update 





By CHRISTINE ATKINSON 


sonning Common Primary 
are very proud to have won 
the Oxfordshire Sportshall 
and are now County 
Champions. The athletics 
squad were fantastic on the 
day and were all ‘the best 
they could be’. They were 
all given certificates, a t-shirt 
and a trophy to show off 

in our reception. We have 
also had some more visitors 
- from the world of table 
tennis and sailing. 


Alison Broe 


Alison Broe (nee Gordon) told the juniors 
all about her childhood playing table 
tennis, how she became a professional 
playing for a club in France and for her 
country. She was four times national 
Champion and also competed for Team 
GB at the Barcelona Olympics. The 
children all love table tennis and play 
on our school table regularly. 


» > xs 





Chris Simon 


International Yachting judge and umpire 
Chris Simon spoke to an assembly in school 
about sailing in the Olympic and Paralympic 
Games. He described the different classes 
of boat, the soeeds at which they can 

travel (up to 40 miles per hour for the fastest 
competitive Olympic boats) and identified 
the world class yachtsmen and women to 
look out for, in this year’s Games. Britain are 
world leaders in this sport and it is hoped 
that the medal haul from the Olympic Sailing 
Centre in Weymouth will be impressive. 


More visitors from swimming, gymnastics, 
canoeing and badminton will be hosting 
assemblies in the coming weeks. 
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There was a great painting session with some 
mums making large boards displaying all the 
Olympic sports for use during Our Summer 
Fair and Sports Day. We hope to show them 
along the route of the torch, as if passes on 
its way to Henley on the 10 July. 





london ¢Ole Games re ; | 
Community Celebration Pack 








Being both a member of the Chiltern Society and the Lions Clulo, Mr Martin Lisk said “These new 
kissing gates replace old styles making it easier for people walking with disabilities to enjoy this 
beautiful countryside. It is an example of a Lions Club project to improve the environment and 
being of help to people in our local community at the same time”. 


The three gates are positioned along the Chiltern Way between Rushmore Lane in Woodcote 
and Bottom Lane in Checkendon, near Dean Wood. 


n Kissing Gate installation below, Dean Wood! | i 





In the last edition of the Sonning Common magazine Douglas Kedge, Chair of the Parish 
Council told you about the proposed twinning of our village with a similar sized Community 

(2 neighbouring villages) in Northern France. By the time you read this we will have visited the 
French community and we already know that there are around 15 families definitely interested 
in making a visit fo Sonning Common. 


SO, Now we would like to Know who amongst 
you is interested in finding out more about 
this exciting develooment for our village. 

We invite you to come and meet us in the 
Studio at Sonning Common Primary School, 
swimming Pool entrance on Grove Road 
next to the Library; 


Tuesday 10 July 2012 at 7.30 p.m. 
Hope to see you there! 





gi EVERYTHING 
fa INTHE GARDEN 


Established 1985 
Now in Stoke Row 





















Maryella Brown 
All types of design, construction, General Buildings Contractor | 
om di monet Decorating to Complete Home Improvements — 
maintenance and improvements. canes Goma 


Tel: 0118 9721442 or Mobile: 07920 092675 


Tel: 01491 641311 
Mob: 07810 112411 


Email: mebs.decorplus@btopenworld.com 
Website: www.mebsdecorplus.co.uk 


TOMALIN | &:T- Sheppard 


© AND SON 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS MONUMENTAL 


INDEPENDENT FAMILY RUN FUNERAL SERVICE M A S ON 


SINCE 1940 
ANDERSON HOUSE 
38 READING ROAD ¢ HENLEY-ON-THAMES Brochures on request or visit our Showroom at: 
Telephone: 01491 573370 


y Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
~~ GOLDEN CHARTER Telephone: 01491 574644 


36 Reading Road « Henley-On-Thames 


YOUR NEW LOCAL 
MoT TEST STATION 


EST 1998 Sonning Common Electrician 


rn E N N E L L VE H | Top L E a 346 4o7 


* Fault diagnosis, repair and rewires ELE oy. A 


—— ae weeps = 
SERVICING & REPAIRS * Lighting advice and installation 
ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS 

VEHICLE AIR CONDITIONING 

LASER FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT T’ai chi for Health 


Kidmore End War Memorial Hall 


Tuesday 9.30-10.30 





B— JJC Electrical Services Limited 








Tel: 01491 628866 “uinatrenay 


Chen style Tai chi in a friendly informal class 
; } Improve your stamina, balance, 
www.hennellvehicleservices.co.uk strength & co-ordination 


Unit 19 Greys Green Business Centre | For further information 


Rotherfield Greys, Henley-on-Thames | please ring Debbie on 07802 347943 
Oxon RGI 4QG Valvaine. www.debbiepage.org 





Call My Driver 


Friendly & Reliable 


Taxi Service 


Based in Sonning Common 


07796 688477 








Fami ly Hairdressing \ 


r own home 


dn the comfort of ip 







Ring Maure 
0118 972 1 


Fully qualified in all aspects of hairdressing 


Shaun Guard 
TV AERIAL SERVICES 


(© Poor Reception Solved - Aerials repaired & supplied 
(© TVs - Hung on your wall for you. Also supplied & tuned 
(© Extra TV Points - For aerial and Sky (In HD!) 

(© Sky TV - Also Foreign Language TV 


Call Henley-on Thames 01491 699114 


A part of = OXFORD AERIALS 


Mr Fixit 
| 
Repairs & Maintenance for almost anything! 
All building maintenance and repairs, interior / exterior. 
Decorating, Floor / Wall Tiling, Plumbing, Electrical. 
Woodwork, Glazing. 
Specialist Paint Effects and sympathetic restoration 


for older properties. 
Kitchens, Bathrooms and Conservatories refurbished. 


Landscaping, Patios, Water Features, Fencing, 
Hedge and Tree Cutting. 


Sheds and outbuildings repairs and maintenance 
No Call-Out Fee and Free Estimates 


07752 759908 








T.C. FULLER PLUMBING & HEATING 


e Installation «Maintenance «Service « Repair 
Boiler replacement, heating system upgrade & 
adaptations, power flush. 

Hot water cylinder replacement. 

All plumbing work undertaken. 
Bath/Shower rooms, water soiteners-salt supplied. 


eNo call out charge ¢Free-estimates «Fully insured 


Tel: 0118 9724097 
Mob: 07800 914 880 


225032 


Stafford & Son 
Local Garden & Building 7 
Maintenance Services 


Offering services in all aspects of gar- 
den and grounds maintenance, be it 
large or small. 


Interior and exterior building mainte. Andrew Stafford 
nance, including gutter repairs and 
clearing, CallO1491 642191 
General handyman / “man with van" Mob OF 899980137 
services. All jobs considered at competi- 

live rates. 





DK Builders 


BRICKLAYING, EXTENSIONS, 


~GARDEN WALLS, PATIOS ETC 


OVER 2O YEARS EXPERIENCE 


CAVERSHAM, READING O7951736745 
O18 3759407 


) gunningplumbing.com 


* plumbing * healing = gas « 

ALL DOMESTIC PLUMBING, HEATING, & GAS WORK 
INSTALLATIONS, REPAIRS, & EMERGENCIES 

CAVERSHAM BASED 


GAS SAFE REGISTERED ENGINEER 
SERVING READING & THE SURROUNDING AREA 





CALL ANDREW ON 07615 304 931 
www.gunningplumbing.com 








noticeboard 


Chiltern Players 


Do you enjoy going to the theatre? Are you 
a wannabe actor? Or would you prefer fo 
read a pari without necessarily having fo 


perform on stage? 


e Chiltern Players’ Open Play 


If so, then th 
be just what you 


Reading evenings could 
are looking for. 


Thursday 14 June 
Reformation pub in Gallo 


8pm 
Lucky Sods Is the 
compassionate c 


It is about a coup 
on the National Lottery chan 


forever — but at a cost. 


first play, 4 witty and 


Contact: Jenifer Tit 





wstree Common 


omedy by John Godber. 


le whose $2 million win 
ges their lives 


chenet 0118 972 4705 


a | 
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decid pein will be out looking for 

eit ens ieMeles the end a 

maa S10] o)aali mrolelmate)anliavelileyats \ 
y the 14 July, to: (ke 

Maureen Stevens ? 

Competition Organiser 

0118 972 4779 





e Tea Party 
d singing! 





Champagn 
flag waving an 





save the date 


Annual AUiateas 


lage Hall 


Re 


12.30pm - Vil 


Past themed meals have ey=1-1 8) 
2009 Oxfam austerity 
2010 French, 
2011 Spanish. 
2012 Revere li sourced 


OOOOY 


COLLINS, DRYLAND 
& THOROWGOOD LLP 
SOLICITORS 


announce that as from 4th October 2010 


Mrs Wendy Holmes will be working from our office at 
12 Hart Street Henley-on-Thames RG9 2AU 


Telephone: 01491 572323 
email: wendyholmes@collins-dryland.co.uk 








AVIA 


LANDSCAPE CONSTRUCTION 


Bathroom Suites, Toilets, Basins 
Showers, Radiators and Repairs 


* Design and Build * Maintenance ¢ Brickwork Full Interior & 
Patios * Decking * Water Features ° Irrigation Exterior Decorating % DISCOUNT OFFEREL 
, Wallpapering NI 
“Fencing * Plant Supply. 


WwWwW.avialandscapes.co.uk 


T: 01189 722 181 E: tony@avialandscapes.co.uk 


Free Estimates 
Interior & Exterior Decorating 
Plastering, Artexing, & Coving 
Solving Artex problems /Floor & wall Tiling 
Kitchens, Bathrooms, and P Certified Electrician 
COMPLETE HOME IMPROVEMENTS 


CBT Registered /30 Years Experience /NHBC Awarded 
Adrian Brown 
Tel: 0118 9721442/Sonning Common/Mobile: 07880 542363 
Email 
Website: 



















You are guaranteed a warm welcome at 


Peppard Bowls Club 


A mixed club for experienced or new bowlers 





Coaching — Social Events — Competitions 
Membership Secretary 0118 924 2617 
Visit our website www.peppardbowls.com 


Sm Foster Interiors 
: WSS The Local Saft Fucnisher 
Ye 


\ URTAINS 


UPHOLSTERY & LOOSE COVERS 


Made to the highest standards 
from an extensive range of fabrics 
brought to your home. 
Complete fitting and advisory service. 
Curtains hung and dressed, ensuring complete 
satisfaction — Most competitive prices 


Telephone: 01491 680291 
for reliable and personal service 


CERAMIC WALL & FLOOR TILING 


P-No | al=s-)\\,- Wn Cigelel Wm lalantomele]e)e)iicre 
mole) am M=\"(=)| [ale Me al eat=toiko lal ale 
Free Estimates & Advice 
Call Mick 0118 901 1777 / Mobile: 07841 586003 


ASIMMONITE 


Painters & Decorators - Interior & Exterior 
also Gutter Repairs & Replacement 


FREE ESTIMATES O118 972 2667 








wood lane dentistry W, 


Vik Chugani BDS MFDS RCSEdin MSc 
Richard McQuillan BDS 


e Your local family friendly practice 

e Routine general dentistry 

e Affordable dental plans with Denplan 

e Children seen on the NHS 

e Tooth whitening 

e Cosmetic dentistry and Implants 

e Ample free parking 

Now taking on new patients 

Saturday and evening appointments available 
HAPPY HEALTHY SMILES ... 








\"AVfoYoo im Mr-Val-mmete)alaliale Mm @xe)anlanle)amm m(-y-(e]|ale Me =1-10, Ciel k-Me (CL aches 
www.woodlianedentistry.co.uk Telephone 0118 9722626 








A GORDON 


Specialist in Slating, 
Tiling and Flat Roofs 
All work guaranteed 


Telephone: 
01491 576 463 


PODIATRY CLINIC 


Professional treatment & advice for your feet 
Contact 
Heidi Snookes-Owen 
PODIATRIST/CHIROPODIST 


B.Sc., D.Pod.M., S.R.Ch., M.Ch.S. 
HPC REGISTERED 


0118 972 4742 


WORE p Set in an idyllic village location, our 
gy Cos) “key small, friendly pre-school creates a 
An EY very special environment for children 
= <7 v1 guided by a team of highly qualified, 
q I TU |.) — caring staff. Please contact us for details. 


i aH), registrar® keps.co.uk 
4 SC x AC ? 

With excellent links to 

Kidmore End Primary Schoo! 

and only 5 minutes from p tes 

Caversham, Sonning Common, fommon® 

Peppard and Emmer Green. 

















Kidmore End Pr “hoc 


Ofsted Woe oa ta e, Kidmore End, f Reading ica 3B 
Outstanding egister ce ity Nu nber 104 6 at 
AUTO / Ol] ! eww. Kid e ior 4 er r | J 7 | | 








The Kennylands school was built by Essex 
County Council (hence Essex Way) and 
many evacuees came fo the school 
during the war ; some for only a term or 
two ; some for longer. They all had to help 
in growing their own food and looking 
after the farm animals that provided eggs, 
milk etc. The girls and boys were taught 
and slept separately, coming together only 
for meals. There are lots of “old boys and 
girls’ who regularly keep in contact via 
the internet, and have had reunions here. 
One of the stories mentioned walking into 
Reading and feeding the donkeys with 
their packed lunch on the way! 


Kennylands school was closed in the 1980's 
due to the difficulty of insuring the wooden 
dormitory buildings. The remaining part 

of the school became Abbeycrest Care 
Home, whilst the playing fields were bought 
by Sibella Bonnam-Carter and became the 
Millenium Green. There is a very interesting 
website — www.nuthatchcottage.com - 
which has lots of information and pictures 
from the school. It even has the wording 
from the school prospectus! 


The main hall of the school was taken 
on by Mr and Mrs Field in 1985 who set 
up a gymnastics academy and called 
it the Dorian Centre. Unfortunately they 
hit financial difficulties in the nineties. 
Roger and Sue Newton had also started 
a gymnastics club at Hemdean school 
in Caversham as their daughter was a 
gymnast. They offered to take over in 
sonning Common and renamed it Thames 
Valley Gymnastics Ltd. 


The premises were in quite a bad state 

when they moved in, and it took them over 

S years and an investment of £380,000 FSSEX COUN, LCOuNen 
to get it fo the condition it is today. Lottery KF 
funding via the Foundation for Sporting 
Arts helped with the extension to the 
gymnasium, and with the new dance 
studio and foyer. 





It reopened in 2000 with Sue as director 
of coaching. Roger and Sue’ s daughter 
also coaches along with her husband 
Kevin. Children and parents use the 
gym from a very early age at the twice 
weekly morning playgyMm sessions. 
Classes properly start from the age of 3 
to 5and go up to 17+. 











The Newtons have around 340 children 
and young adults signed up to the 
gym now, and have had successful 
county and regional athletes. 
Gymnastics is probably thought of 
as a sport for the youngest, but the 
success of Beth Tweddle in the GB 
Team (now 27) has encouraged 
some to go on further in the sport. The gym 
has encouraged students from schools and 
Duke of Edinburgh schemes to help there 
as part of their work experience, and the 
gymnasts themselves can go on fo train 

as coaches. 


sue tells a lovely story “| saw a group of 
men and women hanging around outside 
the gym, near the trees, and went out to 
see what they were up fo. It turned out 
that they were a reunion party from the old 
Kennylands school come to reminisce”! 








High quality education and child care under the 
Early years foundation stage (E'VFS) for children 
4 months to 5 years 


®* Good OFSTED report 
® Pre-school sessions available 
® Open all year, Monday to Friday, 7am to 7pm 
® Flexible fours 
® Farly years education grants avatlahte 


® Curriculum includes French, Music & Movement 
and Thames balley Gym 


*Amall friendly and personal care in 
Sonning Common 
For further informatian, please ask for the manager 
on gris 972 4783, or visit our website, 
Hen alphaberdaynursertes. com 


emails: info alphabetdaynursertes.com 


CAVERSHAM AERIAL 


OEF1I8 967 359° 
Digital TV freesat.,, Sky HD, 


Freesat and freeview 


DAB & FM aerials 
14 Odiham Avenue RG4 6PU 


Cavershamaerials@gmail.com 
ww w.caversham-aerials.co.uk 





We stock all types of 
v Animal Feed 
v Frozen Meat 
v Farm Feeds 


We Stock Products for 
Animal Well Being 
Wild Birds 

Ponds 

Farm Animals 
Domestic Animals 
Wild life 

Toys and Beds 


BON SK, TN AN 


We have been trading in the village for over 40 years 
We have old fashioned friendly Service 
We can’t stock everything but we can get most things 
for your pet! We deliver free on orders over £25.00 


COME AND SEE US !! 


43a Wood Lane 


Sonning Common RG4 9S} 


0118 9723495 
Email interestedin@ petcountrysupplies.co.uk 
www.petcountrysupplies.co.uk 
M on to Sat 9.am to 5.30pm (5pm Sat) 
9am to 49m Weds 
Closed all day Sunday and Bank Hols 





Trade 


WINDOWS - DOORS - CONSERVATORIES 
FASCIA - SOFFITS - GUTTERING - CLADDING 


Use your Local Installer with 30 
years experience 
For a FREE quotation 
Call Mike Dockree on 
01189724376 or 07785928190 


All window, door & conservatory 
installations carry a 10 year guarantee 
and the finished product is 
independently inspected with 
all certificates 





HELPLINE L. 








Landscaping - Design, Construction 
4 Groundwork = Dlestan ce, Footings, Dra nage, Stating: 
Timber work - Gileweys, Deck! ig. Arches..Pergola, Gane 

Fencing = “Panitl clos: Bourt; Wire mash, Stock fence. 

Gardening. - Mowing Weeding, Pruning, Clarence 
‘Tree work - Felling, Looping, Pruning, Clearance. 
‘Driveways, - -GrovelpPavod Breck, Concrete 

Ponds.-  Waterfeallifes, Ponds; Rlls, 

> Patios. - ~Giak, StonepPavers, Erick. 

\Log's-for sala -  Cotandspittosize, 
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del. Fax: 01189721342 
Email: chriscolbeck@btinternet.com ' 


You may be surprised 
we now stock 


¥, 
A OTSWOLD BAIT 
C CREATIONS 


Also We Sell 
MEM BERSHIP for 
SHIPLAKE & BINFIELD 
ANGLING CLUB 








Penny 


By ROS VARNES 


For someone who couldn't 
do a forward roll until 
she was im the sixth form 
at senior school, Penny 
Snowden has certainly 
come a long way in sport. 


Anyone who knows Penny - the dynamic 
driving force behind the village’s popular On 
Your Bike event - will find this very difficult to 
believe. 


However, Penny freely admits she is no 
sportswoman, even though her whole career 
has been devoted fo sport. 


Penny first became involved with sport at the 
age of 13 when she qualified as an umpire 
for her school’s netball team (because she 
says she was, “so desperate to be one of 
the sporty set"). She later became games 
secretary at school and subsequently trained 
and qualified as a PE teacher. 


However, Penny never worked as a PE teacher. 
Instead, at the age of 22, she joined the 
International Amateur Athletic Federation, the 
IAAF, and, for the next 10 years, travelled the 
world organising athletics at a global level. 


she took athletes to the first Goodwill Games 
in Moscow in 1986 and journeyed many times 
behind the Iron Curtain, using sport to bridge 
the gap between the East and West during 
Cold War days. 


Said Penny: “They were ground-breaking times. 
| remember using battery-operated typewriters 
and communicating by telex. Sending faxes 
seemed impossibly advanced. 


“At the time countries like Spain, Portugal and 
Brazil were just beginning to feature on the 
world’s stage and using their participation in 
international athletics as important milestones 
on the road to becoming developed nations. 


AN INTERVIEW WITH... 


Snowd 


The emergence of the African nations, with 
their world-beating athletes, was only just 
beginning.” 


Although Penny never competed as an 

athlete, she has had a longer and more 
fulfilling career in sport than many of her 
competitor colleagues. 


she is very keen to get across the message to 


children that sport is not just about competing. 


“Sport is multi-faceted,” she said. “Everyone 
has an important part to play, from the 
competitor, to the coach, to the referee, to 
the person who hands out the oranges at the 
end of an event", 


“| have had more of a career in sport than 
any of my friends wno competed and for that 
lam eternally grateful. Soort has given me 

so much and | want to share its benefits with 
other people.” 


To this end Penny has been the principal 
organiser of a 20-week sporting programme 
at Sonning Common Primary School in 
celebration of the Olympic Games. 


Representatives from around 30 different 
Olympic and Paralympic disciplines have 
been invited to speak to the children during 
school assemblies. Former Olympic athlete 
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Alan Pascoe launched the programme on a 
snowy morning back in January. 


And a special Paralympic day is planned for 20 
June when the whole school will get a chance 
to try a range of Paralympic sports, including 
boccia, sitting volleyball and goalball. 


Penny’s next big aim is to have an all-weather 
multi-soorts games area installed at the 
primary school, where her daughter Phoebe 
is Q pupil. 


Around £50,000 is required to build the 
games area. Said Penny: “We still have some 
way to go to achieve this goal. It would be 
terrific if the pitch could be installed in 2012 as 
a legacy of the Games. If anyone knows how 
we could manage the funding to obtain the 
money to build the pitch now with a pledge 
to fund-raise for it afterwards, we would be 
delighted to hear from them.” 


“The better the facilities we give our children, 
the more chance we have that they will be 
fit and healthy and achieve their sporting 
potential. This has to be a goal for which we 
all strive.” 


Penny may be contacted via the primary 
school office. Email: office. 2506@sonning- 
common.oxon.sch.uk. Phone: 0118 972 2105. 


Get On” 
Your Bike 


vww.onyourbikesonningcomman.co.Uk 
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SAOPRS 


| was brought up in Twyford 
in the 1950s and 60s, and 
| remember clearly how 
much of the village life - 
and therefore its identity - 
came from its shops. 


Needless to say, most important 
to me were the two sweetshops 
— Sylvesters for gobstoppers, 
aniseeed balls, blackjacks 

and the like, Mrs Reea’s for her 


sinfully wonderful treacle toffees. 


Next in the scheme of things 
was Seymour's — principally 

a saddler’s but Mr Seymour 
was also secretary of the local 
angling club and dispensed 


Parish council ay 


hooks and floats and handy 
advice. 


There were others, all distinctive: 
Oxlade’s, the general grocery 
store; the two butchers, Jennings 
and Franklins, in strong but genial 
competition; a greengrocels, a 
bread shop, even an antiques 
shop owned by the ever so 
slightly loopy Mr Gillett, Everyone 
used the local shops because 
everyone had always used 
them. No one thought about 

it; the shops were part of the 
landscape. 


They are not there any more. 
Waitrose has driven out all the 


food shops and the retail centre 
of Twyford is bland, dominated 
by Indian restaurants and estate 
agents. 


Contrast this with Sonning 
Common. | am not sure people 
appreciate how lucky we are 
with out shops. It would be 
invidious to go through them 

— but how many villages in 
southern England can you think 
of that have both a first-class 
butchers AND the best hardware 
shop ever (plus bicycle repairs at 
the back)? 


We need to cherish and nourish 
our shops, and think about the 





precious contribution they make 
to village life. There is a shop for 
virtually all everyday needs in 
sonning Common -— that isn't so 
where | used to live. If we don't 
support them, then one day 
we will look around and they 
will be gone, and we will look 
at one another and say: what 
happened to our village? By 
which time it will be too late. | 





n The new notice boards are now in place. The locked side is to ensure that only posters for events in and 
around the village will be displayed. Please post through the parish clerk’s letter box to the right of the 


village hall and he will ensure they are posted. 


n The Parish Council is seeking advice from the Highways Department regarding the design for the new bus 
shelter at Essex Way. 


n The Co-Op has now accepted responsibility for the car park and will start the redesign soon which should 
add an extra 8 or 9 car spaces. 


n The brick wall surrounding the flower bed at One Stop has been damaged by a car for the third time and 
will be repaired again. 


n The allotments are now all let and there is a short waiting list. A half plot may be available. Please apply to 
the parish clerk. 


n The Parish Clerk and several concerned residents have contacted the manager at One Stop regarding the 
disgraceful state of the forecourt and improvements are promised. 


n There will be the opportunity to visit Chalgrove skate park on 19 May. Please look at the notice boards for 
more information on the posters. 


CLLR CHRISSIE PHILLIPS-TILBURY 


sonningcommon 


magazine 


Church news 


ST JOHN THE BAPTIST, 
KIDMORE END 


CHRIST THE KING, 
SONNING COMMON. 


During Lent, a simple lunch, held at 
Christ the King, raised the sum of £252, 
which was donated fo the locally- 
based charity Feed the Children. 


It was good to have members of other 
churches joining us for our Lent Course; 
this attracted a good attendance, and 
proved to be an excellent preparation 
for Easter, when our churches were full 


for the celebration of the Feast of the 
Resurrection of Christ. 


We thank all those who collected 
for and contributed to Christian Aid, 
during May. 


The Little Lambs Group [for children 
under five and their parents/guardians] 
will have their last meeting — before 
their summer break — on Wednesday 
27 June, at 9.30am, in St John’s. 


Enquiries to: Felicity Cooper on 0118 
9477862 


The Lamb and Flag is our church 
magazine. For only £5 per year, 


a copy will be delivered to your 

door each month — together with 

a free copy of the Oxford Diocese 
newspaper. Enquiries to: Neil Scott on 
0118 9723890 


On Sunday 29 July there will be no 
morning service at Christ the King. 
Being the Sth Sunday in the month, 
there will, instead, be a combined 
Benefice service — on this occasion, 
at St John’s Church, Kidmore End, 
at 11am. 


NEIL SCOTT 
[On behalf of fhe Parochial Church 
Council] 


Christian Community Action 
celebrates 20 years 


20 years ago the vision of Nick Crowder 
was fo provide practical help to those 

in need in Reading, so he started 
delivering donated furniture to the 
needy. The dream grew. There are now 
shops in Southcote, Whitley, Sonning 
Common and Oxford Road and a 
furniture outlet in Silver Street. CCA aims 
“to demonstrate God’s love by meeting 
people’s practical needs and restoring 
self-worth”. This is achieved through 
supplying furniture, bedding and 
household items to the needy, providing 
work placements for those trying to 

get back into the world of work, and 
support centres which offer a listening 
ear or signposting to other agencies for 
specialist advice like debt counselling or 
benefits advice. 


The profits from the CCA shop in Sonning 
Common support this work. The shop 
was Officially opened in September 
2003 and has been doing good 

trade ever since. It is staffed by 3 paid 
members of staff and 26 volunteers, 8 
of whom have been helping since the 
shop opened. Joan Bawden, one of 

the original volunteers, says “it is hard 
work but | enjoy the friendly atmosphere 
of the shop". She proudly boasts that 
95% of goods donated are recycled. 
Everything is sorted in the shop. Items 
not purchased within four weeks are sold 
on to specialist buyers (for boots, DOOks 
or rags). Even electrical goods, which 
cannot be offered for sale in the shop, 
are sold on for refurbishment or spares. 


The shop receives lots of good quality 
donations but will be happy to accept 
more and would welcome anyone who 
could find time to help. 


For more info visit www.ccam.org.uk 


JO STOVES 
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Dear Editors of 
Tne magazine 


10 April 2012 


| have a confession to make, | left something anti-social on 
the pavement outside my house ... but don't worry, it’s bio- 
degradable and so will disappear eventually (I believe that’s 
a common and supposedly acceptable excuse given in such 
circumstances) ... the thing | left was chalked commentary 
on the dog poo placed perfectly on my front path by an 
irresponsible dog owner. 


My bio-degradable anti-social markings will not transmit germs 
and disease if my or other children tread on it ... the dog poo will. 


Surely the owner saw this? Surely they realised that this was not 
pleasant or pleasurable to the people living in the house whose 
front path was defecated on? Or am | just “over-reacting” to pCO 
on a path? 


| also have a promise to make, | promise to clean up my chalked 
protest “street art” as soon as the owner of the dog gets a 
conscience and realises such behaviour is irresponsible and anti- 
social and comes along with a bag to clear up. (If a responsible dog 
owner with a spare bag wishes to cover for their miscreant doggie 
Community member and clean up on the bad owner's behalf | will 
welcome that too). 


It seems a £50 fine does not deter such behaviour ... | hope my 
desperate act does. 


MICHAEL WILLIAMS 
Baskerville Road 
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POP SO RSC E HOSE EHEESEESES EEE EESEEESEEEOEEH ESE EOOESEEHETE TEE CEES ESEHHELEEEEESESEELESSEOLEL EEE E ES EETEOS 


Have you seen a UFO? 


| would be very grateful if any reader of this 
excellent magazine would phone me on 01189 
724 834 if they have ever seen a UFO. All 

reports are taken very seriously by myself, as an 
investigator working for Contact International UFO 
Research. | would be very grateful if you could fill 
in a questionnaire about your sighting. | would be 
more than happy to come and see you. 


So far | have the following reports: 

1. Seen near Chiltern Edge School Sonning Common 
2. Crowsley Way Sonning Common 

3. Wallingford A423 

4. Rotherfield Peppard, Dog Pub 
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16 April 2012 


As a post script to my mail | would like to confirm no-one 
cleaned up the dog poo; my children have returned from 
their half term break with their grandparents, so | cleaned 
up both the poo and my protest yesterday to avoid the risk 
of poo transportation into my house (not so worried about 
chalk dust). 


Whilst it is obvious my protest didn't galvanise the owner (or 
other dog owners) into action, | hope at least he / she and 
my fellow villagers will agree that mess of any kind (be it 
poo, Chalk graffitti or litter) left around the village is not the 
sort of thing we wish to see and that people should clear 
up after themselves. 


My protest was probably futile but it was intended to express 
dismay that if everyone just does what they want then the 
village degenerates very quickly. 

Please, can dog owners accept their animal's waste is just 
as offensive as litter, graffitti, loud music or whatever it is that 
the majority of right minded people consider to be anti- 
social in nature? 


MICHAEL 
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| am waiting to hear a report on light in the sky over 
at Bix on 29/04/2012. 


JEREMY MELLOR 
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“It's not like it was. Come and see for yourselves.” 


The new tenants of the Butcher’s Arms 
want to create a pub that’s the hub of 
the Sonning Common community. 


Ellie Gallagher and Rob Blues spent almost a 
year looking for the pub that was right for them 
before they found the Butcher’s Arms. 


They signed the lease in mid-February, and, 
over the next six weeks, restored the Brakspear 
pub to its original, traditional glory, commuting 
daily from their former home in Northampton 
while they did so. 


The pub now has a brand new look and 

feel about it. They have exposed the 

original woodwork in the bar, re-furbisned 

the conservatory, re-painted and laid new 
flooring throughout. A brand new menu now 
complements the great selection of beer and 
wine on offer. 


Next on their target list is the pub's exterior 
which they plan to liven up by planting plenty 


FISH (Friends in sickness and health) 


How it all began... 


| had been a Social Worker in Bury St 
Edmunds until we moved to Peppard 
Rectory in May 1976. During that time 

| had been involved in establishing two 
Volunteer Centres, designed on the ‘FISH 
Good Neighbour Schemes’ 


It was not until my husband, the clergyman, 
Bob Butler-Smith, discovered how difficult it 
was for people to get to hospital, dentists 
or other appointments, that | remembered 
them, Could | generate enough support for 
one here? 


There are two kinds of neighbourhood help 


. Volunteer Centre: this is a centrally based 
office with a co-ordinator holding a list of 
volunteers who are prepared to help in 
their community, who are then matched 
with people requiring help 


. Good Neighbour Scheme: this has 2/3 
co-ordinators who work from home with 
a list of volunteers, once again matching 
ine neces, 


These schemes were originally given the 
Ancient Greek Christian symbol of Ichthys ‘fish’ 


Ousinessprofile advertising feature 


The Butchers Arms 


of flowers and re-furbishing the children’s play 
area, just in time for summer. 


New to the pub trade, Rob and Ellie met while 
working in corporate management roles for 
Tesco. Having taken a year off to travel it 

was during this time that they decided to do 
something more rewarding for themselves. 


Landlady Ellie, who is originally from Ireland, 
said: “In the village where | grew up the local 
pub was at the heart of the communhnity. Our 
aim is to create a traditional, community local 
in Sonning Common - a warm, welcoming and 


family-friendly place to 
come, relax and have a drink.” 


The Butcher's Arms will host a Jubilee family fun 
day on Saturday 2 June. A pub quiz is now held 
fortnightly on a Monday night, with the next one 


being a Jubilee special on Monday 4 June. 


Private functions can be catered for and the 


pub is now open for morning coffee. 


| discussed my ideas with John Fryer, a 
Church warden at All Saints and after 
researching the possibility of funds and 
premises we were ready to form a steering 
committee. First the Chairman, | persuaded 
Dr Ann Barber into this position and she was 
very soon caught up in our enthusiasm! We 
then recruited the rest of the committee 
membels. 


We found difficulty in obtaining a fairly 
central office so we decided to start with 
the Good Neighbour Scheme format, Here 
we were very lucky in finding two individuals 
who were happy to join us as Co-ordinators. 
Local Churches and the Health Centres 
community fund 

provided our immediate finance. 


Having gathered, a small pool of volunteers, 
information was delivered to every house in 
the designated areas, 


As the need grew, we were fortunate 
enough to be offered the room in the 
Village Hall that still serves as the ‘FISH’ office 
to-day. Caroline Aldridge became our Co- 
ordinator 





The Butcher’s Arms 
Blounts Court Road 
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Whilst we were busy establishing the Centre, 
| became the Director of Bracknell Council 
for Voluntary Service, which in turn gave 

me the opportunity to initiate and guide 
five more such organisations in Berkshire, all 
using the Sonning Common ‘FISH’ Centre as 
the prototype. 


Although in the beginning it was sometimes 
difficult to find funds and willing hands, | am 
so very proud of the people of this area, 
past and present, wno have worked hard 

to keep it going for all these years, and 
have built it up to become the exceptional 
organisation it is today. 


ANN BUTLER SMITH 
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This is part one of the story of the 
two locations which now comprise 
Sonning Common Garage. Since 
the publication of Fred Richens’s 
comprehensive book on the 
history of the village (The village 
that never was) the facilities 
available to the local motorist 
have changed and this seems 

a good moment to take stock 
before another hoard of memories 
disappears into the ether. 


The original garage on the Peppard Road 
was started by Jack Callis during the First 
World War. Those were the days when petrol 
was sold out of cans. The charabanc trips, 
which Jack organised to the seaside and 
other places of interest, were a nice sideline 
after the war. Once he was stopped by the 
police for exceeding the speed limit of 12 
mph. The passengers had a whip-round to 
pay the £5 fine. 


22 


In 1946 the garage was bought by Burgess 
& Haynes who added a showroom, 
lubricating bay and spraying shop. 
Lawrence Harris remembers Mr Haynes 
being involved with the garage; he had 
lived in a bungalow adjacent to the garage 
which was demolished to make way for 

the new facilities. Mr Burgess himself lived 
opposite the school in Grove Road. 


In 1961 this garage was bought by Michael 
Manning and not long afterwards he went 
into partnership with John Mullin. This lasted for 
about four years wnen John Mullin became 
sole owner of the garage and a Morris and 
MG dealer. Eventually another bungalow, 
owned by Mr Farrow, was demolished to give 
the garage still more space. 


When John Mullin acquired Hill Crest Garage 
in about 1968 the pumps were moved and 
the garage became the showroom, selling 
Vauxhall cars. In 1984 this entire premises 
and a bungalow were demolished and 

the present building was erected. 


SONNING COMMON GARAGE 
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The Sonning Common Garage near 
sedgewell Road, from which petrol is now 
sold, was originally Swan & Sons Garage. 

IN 1923 “old” Sidney Swan opened a cycle 
business in GQ wooden shed near the present 
site of the National Westminster Bank. The 
garage was set up by the road and the 
shed became the office where there was 
a desk and a typewriter. An old photograph 
shows clothes hanging in the window so 
Mrs Swan must have sold them from there 
at some point. However, Mrs Swan also sold 
drapery and millinery from the front room 
of her house next door, and eventually from 
a shop where the bank is now situated. 
sidney Swan began to sell paraffin and 
petrol, and recharged accumulators which 
were used in valve wirelesses at that time: 
he also serviced cars and owned 2 cars 

for hire. There were three locked garages 
on Sedgewell Road: two were for the hire 
cars and one for a fire engine kept by the 
Auxiliary Fire Service during the war. 


When they got married in 1955 John and 
Eileen Earle made use of the hire service 
on their wedding day. Trevor Swan (who was 
chauffeur at Wyfold Court before the war) 
first drove John to Kidmore End Church and 
then went back to pick up Eileen. Trevor 
refused to take payment saying it was a 
wedding present for the couple. John and 
Eileen ran the Hare and Hounds from the 
time of their marriage until about 1977, and 
they still live in Sedgewell Road. 


Plans to rebuild the garage business were 
made in 1939 but the war put a stop to 
the develooment for the time being. After 


the war Sidney Swan and his sons built the 
house which was also used as Mrs Swan's 
drapery shop, and eventually became The 
National Westminster Bank. They also rebuilt 
the garage which now sold Austin cars in 
addition to petrol and servicing. 


When they retired Mr and Mrs Swan lived in 
Caversham but missed Sonning Common 
and returned to Sedgewell Road where 
they built a bungalow, number 1, and a 
tennis court on the site of the three lock-up 
garages. This later became the car park for 
the bank. 


John Mullin took over Swan’s Garage 

in 1984/85. The business was run with 

John Mullin as Chairman, Phillip Mullin as 
Managing Director and servicing, and Paul 
Mullin responsible for the showroom. 


For their helo | would like to thank John 
and Eileen Earle, Lawrence Harris, Jill 
Kendal, John Mullins, Roger Parker, and 
also Ann Thiam for permission to use the 
photograph. 


smith’s Motor Garage 


Today the Free Church stands opposite 
sonning Common Garage showroom, 
However, this was originally the site 

of a cycle shop started by Edward 
Long in 1915 in a shed on the corner 
of Peppard and Grove Roads. Later 

he moved to the former Hare and 
Hounds (opposite the present one) 

in Sedgewell Road and repaired 
cycles in the living room. He moved 


to Wychwood Close (off Wood Lane) where 
he worked from a small hut, later used by 
Heath & Watkins when they took over the 
business in 1938. 


Meanwhile the original cycle shop on 
Peppard Road had become a tea room 
(though the photograph of it as Smith's 
Motor Garage); this was owned by Mr 
Raymond who made sweets for the tea 
shop in his home in Grove Road. Lawrence 
Harris recalls buying a large bag of sweet 
dust and chippings from Mr Raymond 

for half a penny or sometimes a full (old) 
penny. The photograph shows Sidney 
Gordon Smith who ran the garage with his 
brother Claud. 


For the use of the photograph | would like to 
thank Ann Thiam. 9 


















| was lucky enough fo see the Ukulele 
group perform in Nettlebed, because 
my auntie was playing, and it was 
brilliant! Next time they have a concert, 
try and get a ticket as everybody had 
lots of fun. Or ask your parents to take 
you to the Cornbury festival where they 
are playing in June. 


At the crossroads that lead from 
Sonning Common into Kidmore End, 
we have recenily had some surprise 
visitors. Did you see them? There were 
a few clucks during the process of 
taking a picture, but | managed it 

in the end! 


Do you know where the chicken is now? 


-_ 





| like this book because the pictures are colourful and the story 
made me laugh. It’s funny when Mrs Pepperpot shrinks and the 
baby is very naughty. (Izzy Everett, age 6) 


Matilda is a clever and magical little girl, wno meets a range of 
vivid characters — some lovely and some awful. The first time | 
read it, | wanted to read it again and again. (Milly Woods, age 9) 


This is the second novel in the His Dark Materials series and 
continues the adventures of Lyra Belacqua. It’s really exciting 
and the plot keeps you gripped. (Sam Roberts, Age 10) 








The years of waiting for a 
Skate park may soon be 
over. The skaters of Sonning 
Common may very soon 
be following in Tony Hawk’s 
wheel marks! 


Allowing for a few ‘legal bits’ to be 
sorted ouf, the Parish Council is 
confident purchase of the site will 
go ahead as soon as a design is 
approved. 


The skate park was on the agenda of 
the village design day. As many as 20 
ClubSC members attended the Design 
Day some with their parents and others 
just scooting in!! 


They soon found the place where all 
the action was taking place, a table, 
drawing paper and some practical 


BOOK CLUB 


QUARRY 
by Ally Kennen 
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advice was all that was needed for 
them to immerse themselves into all 
types of different designs to help with 
the forthcoming plans for the skate 
board park. Designs were drawn up 
and ideas shared. 


Fuelled with drinks and snacks, they all 
put their names down fo visit the new 
dedicated Skate Park at Chalgrove. 
This soon developed into the theme 
name of “Ticket-to-Ride”. 


The Parish Council will be setting up 

a steering group to help choose a 
design. So your help is needed if you 
are a potential skate park user. All you 
have to do is... VOLUNTEER. 


In the next magazine there will be 
more feedback from the future 
discussions. 


NICK MOORE 
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ADAM SAYS: This was an average 
efoto) Mintel me (=m oli (-] elm me fol.) 
on. | would recommend this book 
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SCOTT SAYS: This was a well 
written book that is full of 
mystery and adventure. | would 
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CARPET FITTER 


Fitted Carpets & Vinyl Specialist 
Underlays & Fixings Supplied 
Re-Adaptions & Restretches 
Measuring, Estimating & Planning 
Carpets Vinyl 


Amtico Kamdean 


ited s7:V =| Me fel etet-te] 


TEL: 0118 901 1777 / MOB: 07841 586003 


SPRUCE MAINTENANCE SERVICE 


For all your property maintenance requirements: 
«Decorating - inside and out 
«Paper Hanging 
«Carpentry - including door easing & hanging 

«Wall & Floor Tiling & Silicone Renewal 
Plumbing - leaking taps etc. 

¢Patio’s, Landscaping & Garden Design 

«Hedge Cutting & Planting 


Pass on your TO DO list 
ROB SMITH = Tel: 0118 972 4560 








bespoke kitchens 


We have moved to our new 
larger improved showroom at: 


Wyevale Hare Hatch 
Garden Centre 

Bath Road 

Hare Hatch 

Twyford 

Berkshire RG10 9SW 


Telephone: 0118 $40 6600 
Fax: 0118 940 6622 
Email: 

henley @ optiplankitchens.co.uk 
Website: 
www.optiplankitchens.co.uk 
OPENING HOURS 

Monday — Saturday 

§:00am — 5:00pm 

Sundays & Bank Holidays 
by appointment only 


# 13 Full displays 

contemporary and traditional 
e Displays featuring 

Granite, Caesarstone, Solid 

Wood and Laminate Worktops 
* De Dietrich Appliance centre 
* Bosch Appliance centre 


on-the-spot Quote 


«Project Managed Installation Service 
«20 Year Guarantee on Furniture 


Beville 


Residential & Probate Valuations 
Development & Planning Advice 
New Homes Financial Advice 


0118 9242526 _  info@beville.co.uk 
28 Peppard Road, Sonning Common, South Oxfordshire, RG4 9SU 


www.beville.co.uk 


OPTIPLAN 













The South's Premier Kitchen Manufacturer 
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«Manufacturer and Retailer-—No Middle Men! +-Quaility Kitchens from £3,000 to £30,000 
«Bring in your own Measurements tor an 


*Kutchens Handmade to Any Size or Colour 
Granite and Conan Worktop Specialists 
«Factory Visits Welcome 
Over 17,000 satisfied customers in this area 
established 1984 

















Easton »jcox 


INSTALLER [es] 
Fully qualified (Part P reg) electrician 
Plumbing * Kitchens and bathrooms 
Landscaping and fencing 








including Parts, Labour & VAT 
Price guarantee, we ll match 
ANY price quoted locally 
like for like. with ANY MasterFit Service 
Sonning Common Vauxhall 
Peppard Read, Sonning Common, Reading  wwy.sonningcommonvauxhall.com 


* Sat 8 am = 17 300m * Sun CLOSED 
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SHARP BUILDING SERVICES At Home Pet Care 


when you are on holiday or at work 

Cats 
Daily visits to clean, feed and pamper 

EXTENSIONS small Pets 
ALTERATIONS Home visits to care for your Rabbits, 

Guinea Pigs, Hampsters ,etc 
REPAIRS 

Dog Walking 


The local builder for all your building work: 


TILING Regular or occasional walks 
Phone Steve on: Puppy Visits _— 
07887 986446 / 01189 724880 To feed, play, toilet break and clean up =, 


Please call Alison for further information 
Tel 0118 9722948 / O7787 114536 


@, 
AWARD WINNING CARING HOMES FOR OLDER PEOPLE CARING —©O™-—S 9? 





Se . 
¢ New Development With Established Care Team 
; ¢ 24h Nursing Coverage 
Sonning Common, Reading RG4 9RG © Individual Tailored Plan 


Abbeycrest is a stunning new care home from the Caring ¢ Permanent & Respite 
Homes family. Located in the tranquil village of Sonning 
Common, in the heart of the Chilterns, Abbeycrest 
provides exceptional residential, nursing, and dementia 


¢ Garden Rooms 
e En Suite Bedrooms 


care for elderly ladies and gentlemen. The home offers a * Restaurant Standard Cuisine 


delightful living environment that promotes = pecalies tate Mesa weacaie 
independence, assists orientation and provides light, ° Abbeycrest Living Events & Activities 


bright, homely accommodation. ¢ Hospitality & Wellbeing Services 


Freephone 0808 137 1479 > =) WVAWAVAere] dl aie] ate)aalexnelce| 














- Full Nottakwire practice 
Village Hall: 9.45 - 11.30am 


Keep it crafty club 
| Village Hall: 7 - 9om 


Full Nottakwire practice 
Village Hall: 9.45 - 11.30am 


Keep it crafty club 
Village Hall: 7 - 9om 


Sonning Common Parish 
Council 

Village Hall 

8pm 


20Notis singing group 
practice 

Village Hall 

1 - 30m 







MONDAY 


2 


MONDAY 


Ke) 


MONDAY 


23 


Queen’s Diamond Jubilee 
champagne tea party 
Village Hall 

3pm 


Chiltern Players. Open 
play reading evening. 
Everybody welcome. 
The Reformation, 
Gallowstree Common 
8pm 


FISH - Pub lunch 
11.30am 


W I - Social evening 
Village Hall: 7.30om 


Full Notiakwire dress 
rehearsal day 
Village Hall 


FRIDAY 


WEDNESDAY 


18 


FRIDAY 


ee 


FISH - Garden Centre Visit 
1.30om 


Full Nottakwire practice 
Village Hall: 9.45 - 11.30am 


Keep it crafty club 
Village Hall: 7 - 9pm 


Full Nottakwire practice 
Village Hall: 9.45 - 11.30am 


Keep it crafty club 
Village Hall: 7 - 99m 


Summer Celebration Day 
with Nottakwire 

Village Hall 

1) 9.45 - 12noon 

2) 12.15 - 2.30pm 

3) 2.45 - 50m 


FRIDAY 


13 





THURSDAY 


19 





20Notts singing group 
practice 

Village Hall 

3 - 50m 


A Summer Concert 
performed by The 
Southbank Trio 

All Saints’ Church, 
Rotherfield Peppard 
7.30pm 


20Notts singing group 
practice 

Village Hall 

10am - 12noon 


SUNDAY 


FRIDAY 


20 





FISH runs regular trios to Tesco in Henley and to Reading and Henley town centres. 
For more information and to book call 0118 972 3986, 











John Abbey. 


Painter 






0118 924 sass 








58 Wood Lane [Y 
Sonning Common ~~ 
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Fax: ‘o 1491 6290904 


_ £Werkshop: Unit 12, Manor Farm, E >pard > 
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Over 200 happy customers in 
sonning Common, 


Milo and Michael Harper 


Milo Technical Support 


0118 972 4905 22 Sedgewell Road 


Dinars and (loner wool riz: 


Paacing., Sortie serie tiwittarrin 


Come & Experience authentic 
Tandoori & Bengali Cuisine 


OGURA OCOCO LCG 


21 Wood Lane 
Sonning Common 
0118 972 3104 / 972 1054 


S ] HINTON 


Carpenter & Joiner 
Wide range of high-quality carpentry 
services delivered by skilled craftsman 
Built-In Wardrobes, Cupboards, Shelving. 
Kitchen Fitting, Doors, Floors, Windows, 
Stairs, Roof Construction. 
Telephone Steve on 0118 972 3602 
or 07887 653866 


* Fully Air-Conditioned 
* Large Groups Catered For 
x Open 7 Days a Week 


TAKE-AWAY MENU 
We Guarantee Prompt Service on All Orders 














es : a 
2 Newfield Road Tel lephone 0118 972 3029 
_ eeepc Orn MEATY -o.uk. 


+ MANICURE + PEDICURE + ORGANIC FACIALS 
* MD FORMULATIONS GLYCOLIC PEELS 
* WAXING * LASH AND BROW TREATMENT 
aie NING * MAKE-UP + MASSAGE 
DAY AND MUM-TO-BE PACKAGES AVAILABLE 














yp Function al Sonning Common Health Centre 
Physio Wood Lane, Sonning Common, 


Reading, RG4 9SW 
& Pilates 


» Back & Neck pain 

» Muscle /J oint Strains 
) Ligament Sprain 

) Sports Injuries 

) Whiplash Injuries 


® Shoulder Injuries 

» Post-Operative Rehabilitation 

» Pre/Post Natal Exercise 

» Respiratory Conditions 

» Lower Limb & Foot Problems 
Appointments available every day és 
Pilates classes throughout the week 

T: 01189 722 745 oN ade 

E: info@ functionalphysio.co.uk www.functionalphysio.co.uk 

The team at Functional Physio are Chartered Physiotherapists registered 


with the Health Professions Council and are recognised by all major 
insurance companies, including Bupa and Axa PPP. 





Professional 
advice, design & 
planting for your 
garden. 


Call Gail Noble 
on 0118 972 3214 


www.noble-intentions.com 


sY 
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Fully Qualified F liavist 
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Weddings Funerals 


Hand- Tied Gift Bouquets 


(re 
National & nternational Deliveries 
Free Local helivery 


42 Wood Lane ® Sonning Common ® RG4 9SL 
0118 972 1240 O777 179 0916 


(We turn nical mn gs into flowers 





Le-9%, Doggy Dips 


on~w 
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al Health = Rehabilitation = Fitness = Fun 


18. HET 


Canine Hydrotherapy = Fun Swims = Doggy Day Care 
0118 972 4849 


Unit 1 Kidby’s Yard = 28 Kennylands Road = Sonning Common = Reading ® RG4 9JT 
doggydips.co.uk 


Fed Up With Call Centres 


Barrs Insurance 
Mark & Helen Richards 

Your Local Insurance Brokers 
For The Unusual & The Usual 

Let Us Take Care Of Your Insurance 

- House & Contents - Business - Liabilities 

«Travel « Landlords + Professional Indemnity 
‘Horse - Shops « Sickness / Accident 

Commercial / Unusual Vehicle 
lf It's Not listed We Still Can Help 
All Types Of Insurance Enquiries Welcome 





O178 924 2603 
mail: info@barrs-insurances.co.uk 
www.barrs-insurance.co.uk 
Unit 2, Kidby's Yard, Kennylands Road, Sonning Common RAG4 9JT 





YOUR ADVERT 
COULD BE HERE IN 
THE NEXT ISSUE 


2 381 / 07794 291776 or email: 
Myo) ala ave fexe)anlanveyalantele(eydial-Kelce! 


